MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE  INVASIONS
The organization of the judiciary was entirely Roman, even for
the Goths; and the Edict of Theodoric was thoroughly Roman.
There was no special law for the Goths,- As a matter of fact,
Theodoric opposed the private wars of the Goths, and their Ger-
manic barbarism. The king did not protect the national law of
his people.1 The Goths constituted the garrisons of the cities, living
on the revenues of their lands,2 and in receipt of a salary. They
could not undertake civil employments. They could not exert the
slightest influence upon the Government, apart from those who,
with the Romans, constituted the king's entourage. In this kingdom,
ruled by their king, they were in reality foreigners, but well-paid
foreigners: a military caste, whose profession furnished them with
a comfortable livelihood. It was this fact, and not their alleged
national character, that bound them together, and explained the
vigour of their resistance under Justinian. L. Schmidt8 admits that
from the time of its establishment in Italy the Gothic conception
of royalty was lost,4 Theodoric was merely a functionary of Zeno's.
Almost as soon as he had arrived in Italy the Church and the
population acknowledged him as the representative of legal order.
The personal power of the king was exercised by sajones, who, for
all their Gothic name, were merely an imitation of the Roman
agentes in rebus? In short, the Goths were the military basis of the
royal power, which in other respects was Roman.
We do not, of course, find that the Roman influence was so
profound among the other Barbarians. Among the Vandals, despite
their rupture with the Empire, there were no Germanic features
in the organization of the State. Yet in this case, despite the fiction
of the treaties, there was really a complete break with the Empire,
1 schmidt, op.cit.> p. 387,
8 The Goths had to pay the land tax. But the king saw to it that they were
able to obtain corn at a low price.
8 schmdt, op. cit., p. 293, "dets gotische Volkskonigtum Theoderichs mr
erloscheti"
4 Nevertheless, the Ostrogoths were mfire Germanic than the Visigoths
when they settled in Italy.
6 HARTMANN, Op. dt» Vol. I, p. 100.
47

